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t April to June, your class andfor your entire
~_ school can participate in what is truly
Exciting event!,
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It's easy and fun!

% wlhe SEEBS Bird Challenge
" s« iBird Identification and
~_, Data Recbrding) has received

: 'Eri:':l.l..l'_'i:ﬁllﬁngt ﬁdu_ﬂ

(The COPY MASTER enclosed is
“a %;u,- need:to pfan ane of the

i plj's'siﬁlﬂ events of the yearl



Why Participate?

Thiz activity is easy, fun and educational. Startad in 1997, this gg

BIRD Challenge has baen designed to imwalve teachers, students Pleass note that in same schoos Jitle or no preparation outside of
and parents in an enjoyable springtime avent to batter thair I aie it of checkii=ts and e talang of resalts hes shif fsad
undarstanding of the bird ervironmant. o the surcess imvoivement of many shudens.

Being able to find and see birds is just & important as being able to name tham. :.-"H;:u 4 o s
Lise the category “unidentifiad” whenever necessary. Students can even do this EfErE BILCANGS In. Or M“.'
activity without naming any birds__ just tally the sightings if you hawe ta! * Names for 10 commen local binds?

= ‘Where £an you look for differant birds?
Tally.  Geess | |

= How do you tell birds apar?
or _Linidentified

Possible aciivity: Hee students coliect (oring to class from home or
from the livaryl 8 sslection of ‘bird iderdification books', Compare,
as a class, the pictures and deseriptions fior the most commaon birds:
rodires, spaTones, chickadess, crowe, ducks. |t mighi be ussiful to
natz that thers can be differences batween books and real life
situakiores. Somea birds wary more than others. Young robins are
spotted and adulis are not.

Student Participation is Simple R

Hewe groups of shadants leam some basic knowdadge about ten

Studeriis record bird sightings during = 48-hour period of time. A suagested comman bird species and the places to look for them. Groups

time glat: noon on any Fridsy in April - June and rurming to noon Sunday or can prepere presantations 1o give 1o their classmates or 10

if done during the school week, noon on Monday to noon on YWadnasday. younger studants. Tha infeni could be to suppor communications
gkills and literacy.

Snudenis spat, idanify and tally birds they may see in thair badayards,

schoolyands or in any Iocations they care 1o visit in the company of 2 parent, Students can volunteer to belp:

teacher or other resporsible adult that can validate sightings. A real leaming Roun & hallkweny 'pre-test” by placing mary piciures of birds aither

ogrtunity 10 inchuds parents as parirers! on 8 hallway bullsdin board or simply scatiensd throughou the
hallways of the school |each picture numbersd] some time prior

Should five studerits spat tha same bird, all fiva tally the sighting. It is the to the starl day. The ‘cormect arswers' could be shared over the

*giudent sightings™ that we want to hewe happen, not simply a bird count. public address system or circulated on paper to all classes wishing

bo participate o best their iderification skills. This can b fun!
Tally the resalis of the tumed-in, valid chacklists, on a class by
class hasis 1o arive a8 echool or class total and then fill oul
and fax or mail the Teachar Raponting sheet attached.

{By Jung 17}

Student Pocket Checklists

The “List & Tally™ copy master paga fon back of brochiral yields two chacklist
per shesart of paper if copied one-sided. Simply out in half and fold aice to
miake pocket-sizad. Aecord exira sightings on the blark back. To give focus
mmm ypat, you might herve students prist in some of the syecied within the schoolyard could iniiats the process of recording the
mﬁ;]ﬂ“ mh']m' mpENmn, phe St M 1] ey e first birdz seen. This could ensure the 100% irvvolvement of &1
least your class. Hwould reinforce and matiats the students
to 1ake part on thair can.

Teachers can initiata the BIRD Challenga
on Fridey on thie school greumds:
If the “challenge™ starts at noon on Friday, a 15-minute fld 1rip

What Relevance to Teachers?

_ _ _ . FEATLIRED BIF Canzda geese ans large waker binds
Here ara some of the curmiculum topics that restly fit into the BIRD Challengs : : ! with a graryish kady; lang black

and may be usad in preparation for tha challenge event: F i Ar | neck and head. with white patchas
«  Spring Changes —the resum of hird i, miggations R R
. i.hjn‘hnul'lab.rn—a.!rula |n.mﬂmtﬂ:tl:n : ¥ N | T o s o Bl
= |Hahitats and Adaptations — hirds have adapted through differences A . : - | andthe nerifem U% and migrate
in basks, feet and colour 1o survive in different environments -3 o | towarmer climates in the wister
= Talliaz, Totals, Averages and Graphs — vanous math sctiitiss can i " They ane olten seen fying in pairs
. . = J or Aocks shapsd [kea Vi
ennhva from the data collected, comperiscns beteesn years possible . &) - :
= Sharing Bxpeniences — various Wwritien, spoken or srtistic prasentations -, e - Tray mang for [de and thair average

lifespan is 2L ypears.
could summarize the weskend efforis of the studenis participating




Bald Eagle | Teacher Reporting

Blackbird (various|
' . Subenit your Bird Count inforrnation {online, amail, fax or mail) befora Junea 17
Ehusbind {verin) Lo ensure that your data is compiled with that of other participating schaals
Blug Jay acrass Canada. SEEDS will sand you a certificate of imvolvemant and stickers
Chickadee |variaus) for the number of studants submitting valid checklists.
Coot A summary of participants from acrass Canada can be found on our website at
wany seadsfoundation.ca

- Cowhbird
Crow & Raven ** IMPORTANT **

_ Dove — Mourning Pleasa do not send the individual “Siudant Pocket List & Tally® farms
Duck |variaus)
Flickar

Gaoldfinch — American

Goosze — Canada Plaase calculate the data for the fellowing items:

1. Mumber of "Studant Pockat List & Tally” forms turned in.
2. Tatal bird sighitirgs fsum of a¥ stugent fafy fms)
3. Enter the totals for the bird groups in the list provided fisf sde of ¥ page!

Grackle
Grebe fvarious)

Gull (Various|

Hawk {various) Teacher's Nare:

Heron — Great Blue Ermail Addrass:

Humminghbird

Kingfisher - Belted Sthoal Name:

Loon — Comman Address:

Magpie — Black-billed City: Prow:

Nuthatch farious) Pastal Code: Phane Nuniber:

Oriole |various)

Chwl |vwarious) Sl and othar contact infarmantian is swictly confidemial. Howill nod be rented, sald or echanged.
- Pigeon - Rock Dove |
 Robin ! Submit entries by email or fax

Sparrow [various)
- . Email: greenschools@seedsfoundation.org
~ Starling |

Swallow [various) Fax: 1-403-234-8532

Tern varicus|
itk For further information, contact Linda Finlay,

Turkey Vulture the GREEN Schools Canada Coordinator,
Waxwing [various| through the email above.

Warbler [various|

Woodpecker _ o :
Wiren - House Student Pocket "List & Tally
Other - Copy Master Sheet

Other -

Unidentified (other side of page )
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