





In southern Alberta long before the buffalo disappeared,
lived a Blackfoot boy named David. He was 14 years old
and he believed he could do anything in the world on his
own for he was a warrior.

David’s tribe, the Siksika Blackfoot, had just finished
changing location of camp to follow the buffalo. As he
watched entire families set up tipis he began to think he
could build one all by himself without the help of his
family.




The next day, David began to brag to all of his friends
that he was confident he could show his elders how
independent he could be. Nobody believed him!

To prove them all wrong, David woke up early the next
morning to start gathering all the spare tipi poles in the
camp, along with a deerskin canvas his father had not
finished. He dragged the poles as far away from the
camp as possible so no one could see him. Dragging the
poles was a big job for young David and the canvass was
very heavy.







David’s father could see what his son was doing but was
not going to give him any advice. His father and the
other men were preparing their weapons and getting
ready for a hunt.

David was going to have to learn for himself that he
needed the support of his family and the tribe to be

successtul.




David was able to stand up several poles by himself.
However, while trying to grab another pole, the first
mistake took place. They all fell to the ground before he
could fasten them securely all together.

This made David very angry and frustrated but he was
still determined to build the tipi on his own.




David knew he couldn’t give up now. For his second
attempt, he waited once again until the next morning.
The sun had just come over the horizon when he began
once more. This time, he decided he would try to prop
the poles against a tree!




When David finished putting the last pole against the
tree, he paused. His tipi was a little unusual looking but it
was all his own work. David stood back with his hands on

his hips and smiled as he stared at the glory.
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Feeling defeated, David began to gather his poles and
hides and took them back to where his family was
camped.

“I am NEVER going to try to build a tipi on my own
again!” He thought unhappily. “I cannot do this on my

”

own.

David arrived at camp with his head hanging down in
shame, fearing that all his friends and family were going
to laugh at him!

To his surprise, his family and friends were waiting
anxiously for his return. His father only smiled at his
stubbornness. They rushed up to him, took the poles and
began to build the tipi as a team.




David learned an important lesson that day. He learned
that family is the foundation of his Blackfoot culture.
Families need to help each other, especially when
constructing a tipi.

No matter how stubborn you are you cannot do
EVERYTHING on your own. Don’t be too proud to ask for

§

help.
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